
I must first ind;atl:: what is meant by the phrase 'Category
misuke'. This I do in a serieI of illustrations. 

A. foteigner visiting Oxford or Cambridge for the fint time ;s 
shown a nl1lIlber of colleges, libraries, playing fields, museums, 
scientifie departments and adm;n;·tntivc oflicd. He then uks 'But 
where is the Univenity? I have seen where the memben of the 
Colleges live, where the Registrar works, where the scientists 
apaiment and the rest. But I have not yet seen the University in 
whith reside and work the memben of your Univenity: It lw 
then to be explained to him that the Univenity is not another 
collateral institution, some ulterior COWl.tapart to the colleges, 
bbontories and offices which he has seen. The Univenity is just 
the way in which all that he has ilieady seen is org.nittd. When 
they ate seen and when their co-ordination is undentood, the 
Univenity has been pn His mistake by in his jomx::mt assumption 
that it was COh«t to speak of Christ Chuteh, the BodIeim Library, 
the Ashmolean Mweum .mJ the University, to JpeU. that is, as jf 
'the Univenity' stood for an ana member of the cl:us of which 
these other units ate memben. He was misbken1y allocating the 
University to the same ategory as that to which the other 
institutiOD.J belong. 

The same mistake would be made by a child witnessing the 
mateh-~t of a division, who, having had pointed out to him such 
and JUeh batt:iliuns, batteries, squadrons, etc., asked when the 
division was going to appear. He would be suPf'O'ing that a division 
was a COWl.terpart to the units alre2dy V""', partly similar to them 
and putly unlike them. He would be shown his misuke by kiDg 
told th.u in watehing the b;lttalions. batteries and squadrons 



nurching put he h:uf been w:lItching the division marching past. 
The march-pout wa, not a parade of battalions, batteries, squadrons 
Im4 a division; it was a p~e of the battilions, batteries and 
squadrons of a division. 

One more illustration. A foreigner watching his first game of 
cricket leams what are the funetiOIU of the bowlcn, the batsmen, 
the fidden, the umpires and the scoren. He then JaYS 'But there is 
no one ldi on the fidel to contribute the funous element of team
spirit. I sec: who does the bowling, the batting and the wicket
keeping; but r do not sec: whose role it is to exer~ tsprit tIt corps: 
Once mote, it would have to be aplaincd. Wt he was loomg for 
the wrong type of thing. TClm-spirit is not another crid::eting
operation supplementary to :ill of the other special tasks. It is, 
rou~hly, the keenness with which each of the special talks is 
pc:rfonncd., and performing a task keenly is not performing twO 

wks. Certainly exhibiting teml-Jpirit is not the Jame thing as 
bowling or catching, but nor is it a third thing such that we can 
say that the bowler fust bowls and then cxh.i.bits team-spirit or 
wt a fielder is at a given moment rilhu catching or displaying 
tsprit tk corps. 

These illustrations of category-mistalr:es have a common feature 
which mU$[ be noticcd.. The mis ... kes were made by people who 
did not mow how to wield the concepts Univfflity, division and 
It_spirit. Thdr pnnles arose from inability to use certain. iccIllll 
in the English vocabuhry. 

The theoretically interesting category-mistalr:es are those made 
by people who are perfectly competent to apply concepts, at least 
in the $icuations with which they are fam.iliar, but are nillliable in 
their abstraet thinlcing to allocate thO$C concepts to lOgical types 
to which they do not belong. An instance of a mistake of this sort 
would be the foUowing story. A student of politics has learned 
the main differences between the British, the French and the 
American Constitutions, and has learned also the differences: 
and connections between the Ca.bi.net, Parliament, the various 
Ministries, the Judicature and the church of England. But he 
still becomes embarrassed when asked questions about the con
nections between the Church of Engbnd, the Home Om and 
the BritUh Constitution. Fot while the Church and the Home 
Olf..:e arc institutions, the British Constitution is not another 



imtitution in the same: sc:n ... of that noun. So intc:r-imtitutional 
re:btioru which cm be: :auc:rtc:d or denied to hold between Ihe: 
Church and the Home: 0fIice c:mnot be: wuttd or denied to hold 
between either of them and the: British Coll.ltitution. 'The British 
Corutitution' is not a tam of the: same: logical rypc as ,the: 
Home: OfIic:c' and 'the: Church oC England'. In a panially similar 
way, John Doe may be a rc:I.uivc:, a &ic:nd, an enemy or a stranger 
to Ridmc\ Roe:; but he: cannot bc:any ofthc:sc: things 10 the: hvc:nge: 
Taxpayer. He: knows how to till; sc:rue in c:crtain sorts of da. 
c:wsiom about the: Avenge: Taxpayer, but he is bafRed to Py wby 
hI:' could not come across him in the: sttc:ct as he: cm come: across 
Rkh.ml. Roe:. 


