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A Conflict of Commitment

Haruna was excited about being accepted as a graduate student in the laboratory of Dr. Koshimoto, a leading bioinformatics scholar in her
field, and she embarked on her assigned research project eagerly. But after a few months she began to have misgivings. Though part of Dr.
Koshimoto’s work was supported by governmental grants, the project on which she was working was totally supported by a grant from a
single company. She had asked Dr. Koshimoto about this before coming to his lab, and he had assured her that he did not think that the
company’s support would conflict with her education. But the more Haruna worked on the project, the more it seemed skewed toward
questions important to the company. For instance, there were so many experiments she needed to carry out for the company’s research that
she was unable to explore some of the interesting basic questions raised by her work or to develop her own ideas in other areas. Although
she was learning a lot, she worried that her ability to publish her work would be limited and that she would not have a coherent
dissertation. Also, she had heard from some of the other graduate students doing company-sponsored work that they had signed
confidentiality statements agreeing not to discuss their work with others, which made it difficult to get advice. Dr. Koshimoto and the

company’s researchers were very excited about her results, but she wondered whether the situation was the best for her.

1.Has Dr. Koshimoto done anything wrong in giving Haruna this assignment?

2.What potential conflicts in terms of data collection, data interpretation, and publishing might Haruna encounter as she continues with her

research?
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On Being a Scientist: A Guide to Responsible Conduct in Research: Third Edition Committee on Science, Engineering, and Public Policy,
National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering, and Institute of Medicine ISBN: 0-309-11971-5, 82 pages, 6 x 9,
(2009) This free PDF was downloaded from:

http://www.nap.edu/catalog/12192.html
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