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Harm Reduction: Historical account of the concept
and the spread of usage as an imported concept in
Japanese healthcare domain

Sookja Suh (Niigata College of Nursing)
Mitsuho Ikeda (Center for the Study of CO*Design, Osaka University)
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There is an approach known as “harm reduction”. It is being advanced worldwide as a
measure to prevent HIV and to support drug users’ lives and health. Under this approach,
the individuals wishing to use the service are not required the immediate cessation of
substances use. The priority is given rather to minimizing the damage to the individual's
health caused by substance use. We will first outline the process by which the phrase “harm
reduction’, originally imported from English, has been established as a technical term in
Japanese healthcare domain today. We will also examine the historical background of the
concept of harm reduction, with reference to events that are considered to be significant
in this process.
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N=LD)Fryay - T7u—Fid 1970FERDI -0y 2B W T EWHAICWT AR -
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